Document 2: GGUSD Student Placement Goals

This table was developed by the district to address course placement issues. Specific monitoring and accountability actions are defined in order to ensure consistent practices and to provide equitable access and opportunity for all district students.

Garden Grove Unified School District

Office of Secondary Education

Department of 7-12 Instructional Services

2007-2008 7th grade placement (7-8) 

	Subject/Issue
	Short-term action
	Monitoring/accountability

	MATH:

Math offerings, sequence & criteria not consistent across schools.
	· Align sequencing (see attached).
	· Schedules/course offerings will be reviewed twice per year.

· Courses should be heterogeneous (by ability, ethnicity, gender, etc.).

	Companion classes need specific guidelines and protocol to ensure success.
	· Companion classes are to follow guidelines established (placement, curriculum used, delivery, collaboration). 
	· Companion class guidelines are to be distributed and appropriate placement checked. 

· Need to look at number of students in 1P (repeat or 1st time) and determine priority and provide for schools. 

	ELD:

Appropriate placement and consistency across district.
	·  Develop objective multiple measure criteria for ELD class placement: entry & exit.
	· Provide data to schools for appropriate placement.

	ELA:

Need consistent placement in and services for students in intensive, strategic and benchmark bands.
	· Develop objective multiple measure criteria for 7th and 8th grade classes.

· Align 7th grade placement across schools. Plan for 8th grade services for 07-08 or 08-09. 
	· Provide data to schools for appropriate placement.

	Advanced Placement in 8th is not consistent or objective.
	· Develop objective multiple measure criteria for advanced 7th grade classes. Include AVID students as appropriate.
	· Provide list of students to schools with CST, grade and writing assessment data and monitor their placement in September and January. 

	SCIENCE:

Advanced science in 7th is a gatekeeper for 8th grade advanced and criteria is not objective.
	· Eliminate advanced in 7th grade.

· Develop objective multiple measure criteria for advanced 8th grade classes.

· All schools will continue with current 8th grade practices.
	· Provide data to schools for appropriate placement in 8th grade

	Subject/Issue
	Short-term action
	Monitoring/accountability

	Mainstream SDC as appropriate
	· Schedule SDC science classes the same period as regular
	· Consider mainstreaming SDC as appropriate 

	SOCIAL SCIENCE:

Advanced social science in 7th is a gatekeeper for 8th grade advanced; criteria are not consistent or objective.
	· Eliminate advanced in 7th grade

· Develop objective multiple measure criteria for advanced 8th grade classes

· All schools will continue with current 8th grade practices.
	· Provide data to schools for appropriate placement in 8th grade

	WORLD LANGUAGES:

Need a path for native speakers to acquire L1 literacy.
	· District to develop 8th grade Literacy course to allow Native speakers to improve their literacy skills before enrolling in the Spanish Speakers program in 9th grade.
	· Once begun, assistance will be provided to schools.

	AVID:
	· Ensure that AVID guidelines are met.
	· Periodic review of AVID schedules

	ELECTIVES:
	· Review electives and identify possible new academic electives.
	· Meet to discuss in 2007-2008

	ALL AREAS:
	· Ensure that course catalog/course of studies is accurate
	· Continue to update on a regular basis


2007-2008 9th grade placement (9-12)

	Subject/Issue
	Short-term action
	Monitoring/accountability

	MATH:

Middle schools all offer 1P or 1A in 8th grade, but high schools still offer 1A.
	·  Offer only 1P and above in 9th grade (except for Special Ed. students whose IEPs determine they need a course lower than Alg 1P). 
	· Schedules/course offerings will be reviewed twice per year.

· Courses should be heterogeneous (by ability, ethnicity, gender, etc.).

	Students may exit from 1P or Geometry in 8th but not yet be ready for the next course.
	· See criteria on next page for pathways for 8th grade students.
	· R & E and 7-12 will run data and provide to schools and monitor their placement in September and January.

	Sequence is not aligned (i.e. Trig/Stat)

	· Align Trig/Stat across all schools for consistent sequence. (Trig, then Stat)
	· Schedules/course offerings will be reviewed twice per year.

	Subject/Issue
	Short-term action
	Monitoring/accountability

	Companion classes need specific guidelines and protocol to ensure success.
	· Companion classes are to follow guidelines established (placement, curriculum used, delivery, collaboration). 
	· Companion class guidelines will be distributed and appropriate placement checked. 

· Will examine number of students in 1P (repeat or 1st time) and determine priority and provide for schools. 

	ELA:

Honors Placement in 9th is not consistent.
	· Honors Placement in 9th based on objective criteria. Spreadsheet will be provided, see criteria attached. Include AVID students as per AVID practice.  
	· Provide list of students to schools with CST, grade and writing assessment data and monitor their placement in September and January. 

	Summer reading penalty.
	· Eliminate summer reading weeding. Students will be given time to read in fall and not eliminated from classes.
	· Memo to teaching staff and follow-up by Principals and Dept. Chairs.

	SCIENCE:

Life science still offered at some but not all schools- not A-G.
	· Eliminate Life Science for all but SDC classes. 
	· Pulling up schedules to check course offerings; provide support (textbooks, training, etc.) to all schools.

	Offer Earth Science as an alternative to non- A-G classes for CSU admission.
	· Offer Physical Science (Focus on Earth) as first/second A-G (as credentialing allows).
	· Provide support for schools which need materials/texts to expand this course.

	Labs not provided frequently enough.
	· Lab requirement not being met at many schools.
	· Conduct consult in Fall to develop labs for Biology.

	SOCIAL SCIENCE:

9th grade Honors World History serves as a gatekeeper for AP courses.
	· Ensure that AVID students have access to Honors World History (either 9th grade 7th period or 10th grade Honors World History) so as to allow for AP World History. 
	· Audit of AVID students’ schedules 1x per semester.

	WORLD LANGUAGES:

Student placement in 9th grade foreign language at some sites is dependent on ELA grades.
	· Identify pathways & entrance criteria for World Language, including differentiation of placement in native speakers’ classes. 
	· Schedules/course offerings will be reviewed twice per year.

	FINE ARTS/VAPA:
	· Ensure classes meet A-G.
	· Anita/Diane will help in auditing practices.


